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HAGAR OF THE PAWNSHOQOP ;  me seventH cusToMer

AND THE MANDARIN
BY FERGUS HUME.
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There was something very queer|with the mandarin only when Hagar
goout that lacquer mandarin; and  was absent. He placed it on the coun-
[something still queerer about the man |ter and made it sway in its quaint
+ho pawned it. The toy itself was |fashion. The waving arms, the nodding
simply two balls placed together; the| head, and the roseleaf of a tongue|
top ball, a small wag the head, slipping in and out enchanted the lad,
masked with a quaintly painted face of |and he would amuse himself for hours
porcelain and surmounted by a pagoda- | with it. It was strange that a gilded |
shaped hat jingling  with” tiny goiden | top, no doubt made for the amusement |
balls. The large b below was the |of grave Chinese emperors, should des- |
body, ga tinted to imitate the offi- | cend to afford pleasure to an arab of
cial dress of z vreat Chinese and | London City. But the mandarin was|
therefrom two e arms ters ting lan exile from the flowery land, and
in porcelain hs s, exquisitel: rocked as merrily in the dingy pawn- |
even to the long nails, protrude a | shop as ever he had done in the porce-
most comical Weighted dex- | 1ain palaces of Peking.
terously w rin would A month or two after the mandarin
keel over th AT pawned Bolker announced in
ous angle. but he neve the mmost unexpected manner that he in-

{ Bill drew a chair before that of Mon- | danger. He had been betraved by
i key, and taking his knife played with | Monkey, by Bolker, by Liz; now he
{1t in a significant manner. Monkey | was going to be sold by Vark, the Jaw-
shrank back before the glitter of the | ver. Truly, the fates were against
blade and the ugly look in his pal's | Bill at this juncture.
eyes, but he did not dare to cry out| Vark was a thieveg’' lawyer, and had
for assistance, lest the burglar should | something in him of a latter-day
pounce on-him. Fagin: for » not only made use of
“Now, look 'ee 'ere, Monkey,” said|criminals when ne could do so with
Bill, with grim deliberation, “I don’'t safety, but also he sold the mto jus
wantnone of yer bloomin' lip, ner lies | tice when they became dangerous. As
eiather! D've see? I've seen that beast | he saw a chance of making money out
of a kid as yvyou put up to steal my|of Bill Smith, he resolved to do so
dimins, and—" and sent for the n to visit him at
“Yah! that kid!” cried Monkey, with | once, As Vark had often done busi-
| ness with the burglar, Bill had no ic
that it was in the lawyer‘s mind
betray him, and duly presented him
self at the spider’'s office in Lambeth
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side and that, to a

r went over

gether. When seif in motion th tended to better himself. He had been e a The first thing he saw
ball would roll. the arms would w given, he said, the post of shop boy in entering the room was the mandarin
and the h avely. a litt a West End booksellers’ establishment. m the table.
tengue thru If outi at every  &nd as he was fond of literature he in- e ashamed to see that,” said
bow. The: balls would | tended to accept it. Hagar rather won- I ing his surprise. “T daresay
chime i, rolling, wag- |dered that any one shouid have placed yut you gee, Bill, T know all Abfr:d’ you
ging, noddi darin made all |Sufficient confidence in this arab to give theft of the Deacey diamonds.” =
svho beheld wit hig inno-  im a situation, but she kept her won- “W ho tole vou?” growled Bill, throw
cent antics. He was worthy, in all his | dérment to herself, and permitted him ing himself into a chair. ke
paifited beauty, to be immortalized by She was sorry to lose the benefit “Hag of the pawnshop.” replie
Hans Anderses . f his acute intelligence, but personally Vark, slowly and with significance
“A very pretty tov?’ said Hagar, as |She had no great love for this scampish Bill's eyes lighted up fiercely. in pre-
the quaint ing tipped itself right L :t-hhack; 80 she saw him depart isely the way Vark wished. The law
left. front and bac) “It comes from | Without displaying much sorrow. Thus | ver had not forgiven Hagar for refus
China, I suppose Solker vanished from the pawnshop | ing to marry him and for curtailing hi
She asked this restio f the cus- av‘zu’ frmn't’arhy 8 crescent, and ascend- pickings in :‘n_e Dix estate. For _thes~~
tomer, who demanded £2 o } {ed into higher spheres. reasons he !\‘xshnd‘ he evil; a'nd it he
ure: but in pla £ answar Nothing new happened after his de- u}ud inoculate the _hurg!a.rs heart
burst out la parture. The mandarin remained un- with a spite toward her he was be
leered unpleas girl touched on the shelf, and the dust c€#- on doing so. It appeared from Biil's
Comes fro of Nowhere, | lected over his motionless figure. next speech that he had sugq,lee(.jed. :
I reckon. in a hoarse | Hagar quite forgot about the tey and Oh L gal, wos it?" said
voice! “and a piece of | 1ts pawner, and it was only W hen | f]’;l"tl.‘»‘, 2 might hj
goods ’tis, anyhow Larky Bill was released from prison | by seein’ that himage. Well
Hager did not like and came to elaim his property that | r one, T do, and I guess 1
at all. although she w she recalled the incident. She took | another. But that's my biz
exacting on the score I down the figure, dusted it carefully, | 'v-.rrr_l‘r L Wot 4d ye want, 3
ty—especially with regard to the male | 2nd set it swaying on the counter be- | easly dorg?” he added, looking at th
sex ’ vas fore Mr. Smith. Neither Bill nor! ean form of /Vark in a surly manner
about ‘ w H r noticed that it did not roll a | I oo 'n‘ pee JOu ,'“‘”F“ the Deaces
every ser He ha ¢ ind gracefully as usual. j diamonds. Why did you not bring
with a crop of closely cut hair, a clean 's the quid and interest and o i you stole Lirem >
shaven face of a blue-b e where | ti 1 Bill, tendering all three. | ‘Who I in’t b'lieve i
L ¢ r  lov ] gl get this ’ere back again. | ve!” retorted “I know'd I wos ir
N iched it. 'ave they?" fur toime them apples =
. Tt ;has been on that :\lul?l.' éver | an 'l "M\mh" goin ‘m trust my ..ca\a.‘
I,V:'lv-‘k,\ il grinned. “Fve M Bayi “Yah! ‘e didn’t get much on th’ dea
at a coun ‘ouse of mine fur mvl. N ‘mf
sa he =aid, tucking thel » 8rinding his
carried a smal iarin under his arm. “Say missus, "“"f?‘“"l
teetl d bre: a cove called Monkey didn’t come smej- Bill drew
sphere of tl flest tobacco. Cer-|] ‘ere fur this himage?” -
ainly the toy was queer; but ti may t I know of i
was queerer. Not a t ofi T s
person lik possession of so all right chuckled Bill, |
delicate L W f Ch e art and Lord, to thi as how I've i
Tand bloke! he i
W = this anded as I've em!
bre to- What “them” were Mr. Smith did
a 4 finger t end to explamn at that par-
swaying i He nodded familiax
It's . misses and went off, still chuckling
ocrowle € Il w mandarin in charge. Hagar i
dr prig S g that’s away the money-and thought that said ark, ©
ver A 1 ne as is a sailo had of Bill; but she am afrald you w
brought om Lore yws-whe 4 kone 'wo hours after-
suv to I y T ¢ rd he thé shop, man- Twist Your Neck.” m dimins.  asked I
if you ol ;
s '_‘ - A ught T sawr'e on that doy. She |sudden ferocity. “Wish I
&< L o — 18" ha twigged that doll wunder |I'd squeeze he ’eart out o’ h
obber e rm a guessed as ;I popped it. “Wot fur? Didn’t e git
- £ ') Go I de t er late r. I “'ﬂ.i_: —Moy_§wag-—cuss Yy
mar ¥’ dorg, a tell me th' rest! “No, 'e didn't, an’ ef ’e sez ’'e did i
= :Y ‘, ’ ded, shaking t boy. 'e’s a liar—a bloomin’, busted lar, | peward
r ’ to tell,” whim- l s’elp me! 1 tell you, Bill, 'e kep’ them That 1
I e ered Be { chattering. | shiners to ’imself, cuss ’im!” 1t
. 5 ouldr get mandarin,| “Thet's a d—d lie, ¥’ sneakin’ dorg!” 3 d
i ‘ had t ¢ He made | said Bill, politely. * h 1 ! raid of v’ givin' n
T : vith me, and ask me to steal| “M’ I die if 'tain’t gorspel h! I'm too ul t’ ¥y, T am, and I Kk
ay ' . ¢ I wouldu’t, until he told me why |yeiped Monkey. “Look ’ee ‘ere, ole! ton muel abou i
. ‘] . e wanted it Then he said that you | pal—" shawn't put me aquod this
Sho 1 : l,‘. !o';; ey enty > ARATI‘;:'i\FAH\l[;l:‘i:— ‘ :ﬁ”DoL, t '_\ c& yln ,hf‘_“.‘ Yrr*:"x‘;r:-zmt. Who got the reward he aske
I 1€ Vi . . g + £ > ain't 10 pal o 3
5 y s 1 on street, and had | yourn, y' terbaccer faiced son of - "
: . hidder idarin. He said | bloomin’ 'angman! Liz blew the gaf - it Tl
'd go x k if 1 steal them for |on me popin’ that himage, and v’ tried = ,}.'_” ',f B EE
Py x St | uldn’t get the mandarin, as [to git m’ swag when T was doin’ = '1 nk\:" R
‘ : Hagar's so sharp she would have An'y' did get it, y'—" e menge e T
pawnshep tl ‘\ - i vays by ne, said 'Y e :  || 1 t .? ¢ fn’y l»tAr-al]; | =3 V:Iid:_'tf". snapped _\[nnkm_‘_ a‘ 5 f\v ",'1;..:;:‘,’11‘) \50‘
R . ot g ; t mvself agai o e _ing i ' ed the de «n ,:,-.x | rupting in his turn. “The kid o p jewels he
; s would-b s 2 S befors wokst He | | 'S, WRhiclL ‘were iR 21 to the awag, 1 teil y'. "Course I ki th otland Yard
4 i { i t] | of them dimins! il et i -
: ot it i d lef shop ig- Ul dt i -8 ) limins!” said Bill,| *‘Course y' did!” growled William. | v ha‘ e e S o
. .R ‘ " gimm § \ ised and shook -his | 3Y, for. having been 3,.2 v ™ iiv d- | savagely. “What did y° do with ’em?” | jronically. “Didn’t I tell 3 "ow T « r;:‘;'{‘_' %Er, led Vark, smiling, “has money
you estions . ord | a . ad was a hu }\ui\ i ‘ave them to Monkey, and helerd that crib in Curzon street, an’ lidn't T cut ‘is
e ‘ { and whe . the shut- to find | “I knows ¥ did, Bill. An’ you tole| A T
and i 1 ers and w 1 g home toward “7 does.” growled M Smith sleas St e 2 Yo A s s now playing
= ! ‘ Sage I does growled M Smith, releas- | me 'ow ¥y’ stowed the swag inside the > -
i Seongy 3 o Lambe ollowed him stealt 4 I'll fin’ "'m and slit his | doll My heye th was ~",.. e in a tigh
I'm g ; 1 S ’ ! he hi . P v 1 - ¢ g . HOE at was sharp of may get some
T , g ‘ - o g u bloomin’ throat. 1 y come|y'; but ¥y moight ’ev trusted a pal! -
- s ‘ : ganite : . '{‘ . " oo/ “ | back™ ‘r'=_"- taking adh "‘"“‘g"."f his re- | 1 didn’t know ¥’ popped the doll till|" I dig it”
e Hae y 5 pistol, and took | T ) "y e i€ d_:"_"‘_ 7""‘{“ r was racing up the wharf. | Liz told me. She sawr ¥ goin' in t' nee agémgt vou." .
s - No that she Knew ge . i - : . Bill gave chase, as he \'»_nmwl to ob- | that popshi with the Chiner thing to th yandarin
S s yout e d ad. forced | SUNSet N plunged into-we network | tain further formation from the lad, | ynder yer ar an’—" e ‘,” t mt”n.% darh
¢ ‘ Bill 1 s he had done in-|Of aUe¥s WHICH Ing ¥or o, X;x but Bolker knew th neighborhood | “And vou'd set ’er arter me!” cried P ‘r‘ o d (..t:‘ :
yul y = . abc 3 d bpeen stolen Quils a » 1he river he Was  petter than the bui 2 and soon elud- Bill. savagel: “She didnst mit int’ 1 € alon ! ",‘) the diamonds
1 S - : £ 3¢ | GTIPPE f 1 hehind a large nd | od him > alle | : 7 s TRl e You pawned it ' Hagar can swear
. ' ] Dea < thought it g AT ed him i nding alleys. { Lambeth on the chance! a2 Slae wdbakon ymonds were inside
ok pha that Chinese toy might be- - Pl s it i €-1 “It don’t matter,” said -Bill. giving| “Yus,” said Monkey, doggedly. “I g . -
ot ner H apite of | V¢! c¥ 5 out, ind up the chase and viping his brow.| did 22 Pap s trail. " ;.“' i § witnesses, my poor
said Hagar e . idn't ng Lo Ao - g onto a ru “Monkey’ e MG DIt o e At o ety ] you'd get six years or
1 1 A P r ps . 1 LH‘ her fearles s Bagar was not alto- . % G ‘:;,.,,‘ ey }..A‘x:_”‘; 1g]1”t :21 | msl in that image, and a out
‘,I ‘nlv.d‘;}ftanx‘;;;; - ].,'v“..,: . - ';1 ’:.h':' . turbid waters of the stream. see ’in i d:I ‘ri«‘xn‘v m]al;nf :lr.]'m] ]u “-In'co‘x'x(:dn ;11?“1‘?9"{“?”'4 e <I : said Bill, rising. Y’ wea't
A a nutt i B e - She dosmie | pialy gl W _| “No en, I've got ye!™ said em Day Thon Beloa racod t1r hiaa i NG B8 OW] sive me up; and T ain't Teatéd of any
- ¢ ; ol ] | ar biz to prig | jiamonds 1 < 1ite capable ¢ £ ol veaie SRR > na - 1 °|¥'d popped th’ thing; so when ¥ wos| .. Py
¢ She 'l o after 4 R r her. On the whole | knoife. toc P ;'.,‘.;.;i‘n' thief! (!p\- ‘ ;Q e ] =i - r,»a':h | doin® time ] ”i’\d. to git it again, tho'| A re is a rewar ffered
s. Tek he I t I € VU he S 2 stvite or I cut. ye * ‘:,",‘; - }_?:f"':"'_” here. | that young cuss 'es sold me.” | il EWara oirere
k= ol i - atd no v were il ? . R A Afte ¢ lings thus, he| <“Blimme! but I've a moind to slit| N T
B =i ’ I wh Cuss yo rers i : 1 W iacchs WL R went a rfidious friend, | yer throat!” said Bill, furiously. “Wot > _Who'il git it
" s = ek W yvou il he dimins were in- | restored - g L SRR S with murderous thoughts in his heart. |4’ ¥ mean tryin’ to coller my o ArK, cooly, rimng
: : - . - A e . - Who took ‘em?” | latel : : ' _ : 24 }".jh‘j»{:‘1(‘\!\":(~:§:‘]‘ .‘m;;,,~ : :.\} .ifrs? :; «‘v'.TISI !‘ that it “(ul‘ﬂ:,! ‘n‘?; Why, fur ver own sake. Bill = : 1 2 ﬂ_ 1 "]’" B
i 1 « S ‘ and we 1ag po It was certainly | ati < OV 1;"(.3 is 1 ive v;v' iv-"‘ir'.nw and 1-(1'*'1‘1‘."‘«(1 'l“f?n » »t‘r' )ﬁv"“;- »}:'l.]h:.}“ E\“ Il“u?t (}w |me I thort lhe gal might fin’ out. But = ; .-l:,:A ‘, me
nai o Fomaiio e ot at 1 diamonds should have|lawyer, and % pel ; v . ‘ v e i ""’7’“‘ s > iy V"‘a"“f'}dz had | y* peeda’t git up, Bill: I didn't git . S .
realized : e very door of | Been stol She had placed the man- | m tak - Her . NGk 10 ot Sl '?“np_”ﬁ' i ‘\")r'l" a, »'\"”h or South, | them dimins. The boy hes them.” RS VM_T‘_' ‘,'”.N“
g own )} oiiewsih bt 5 ol larin on the shelf on the day of its|as ; oigp S B ter Sl s o= JIC. ¥ - So as to escape the vengeance of his “That’'s a lie, T tell ¥v'!” v the knife into :
ker el b g removed . ’ What Bave. 1 e : pal—Bill had always been Monkey’'s “’Tain’t! When I tole the kid about 36 YOOIR DM, Woveies
and 8 riy - u rned it to its affai PUBS N TR Opened .that doll |pal—and to live comfortably on the|the dimins he stole 'em sure, an' lef | Ver at the bullet head of the
Rad stolen 8 t off p , Bill turned! 1In the me Smith had ‘re- |00 Prigsec Lol _‘.']"1‘”1‘:\'7,_ LN fruits of his villainy. Later on the|¢h’ Goll so es the pawnshop gal|ing burglar. Bill fell back
row on ti to3 and removed a | paired houre which | ] M Wl*_-j, :'-If.i\c(»ljp dlr'“l‘: e E"”’"F"\‘I' % = :“?i‘-{;vr o §1?> o s { wouldn’t fin’ out. But I never saw FROTent-=3 Il into the arms of two po-
and quite exp ‘ 2 S £ lacquer. b | panaiila . t1 - | recogn 8 is peri ; me LHAL e ey w .,.;,\‘v» ] H,VI.:‘Uflnn.'and | 'im again, though I watched the shorp | licemer A
SARAed Tor the (hed d so perfectly to seem like | hy's erescel 1 there gz still was haunting the thieves' quarter|jjke a bloomin’ tyke. The boy cleared b S Y O
employed t vhole piece. Within was the dark | n g di s he till'y’ give up my property—my | 0t ‘_’\}""“'j WP B = "“:‘;df’r"‘:h"_‘ this | out with them dimins. T wish I'd ’im e yelled, and
dom p g pawning | hollow of the ball—empty dr K f ale he fell into . il e }“('“4":_‘ o "Y R s & 1€n theé man|-ere! I'd choke the little d—I'" Budar and Bolks
the mandaz 1 st distant pawn- i put them dimins inte ‘ere witi he fa indlord— _prop What diamonds?” | 1ad 50 muc] N o, - ,:Jf{s“‘s‘smn' Bill reflected. and slipped the knife ; ,""‘l" e Llh."
shop 1 o ol e - vn ‘and’ persisted pointing | a3 bruta oking r, who ¥y’ knos t 'm drivin’ at, | but he 1*’(‘ e e s o, S o fon- | into his pocket. Without doubt Mon- - : g e b ot
AS Mr. Smif - - T finger at the gap: “thev ! looked as though he had been in jail— |« re ti unchback as wos g S ;f".l, "{f‘”"'f_ and a8= [ key was speaking the truth: he was too | O1¢ e Sal o B
T - | were ‘ere I popped it; theyv aii wite = bird of Mr. Smith's feather. ) ep v “that foige gal 5"“': theless, knowing that | savagely in earnest to be teiling a i m —n 3 said he
) i . 3 e NoWw they? Who's bin | These two g 1 spirits recognized I popped ti doll, with dimins was out of vrison, It was strange | fajcehood. Moreover, if he really pos-| Wai git .
ging against ti iving w operty? each other ynd bhecame friendly, so|in 'it innards, an’ you stole 'em.” man did wmot look after hlsj sesser the diamonds, he would not re- ‘ I me. I suppos sa
vhere's doll Bolker! et Hagar, without | fricns indeed, that Bill thought it “T did nothing of ihe sort. J1-—" | main hard up and miserable in the | Hagar, scornfully 3 . =
ght. Monkey! I've put|thinking. It had just flashed across|a go« pportunity to extract infor-; "Ere: yer lies, y° imp! Y’ knmow | *'E knows wot I am when I'm riz!” | thieves’ quarter of dingy Whitechapel. | “No: shawn't Kill you. nor 3 'nrth v e
i L 8 grunted | ! that one day she had found the whereabo moy nai ‘ did, S f\"n-)\\s more .\‘-111 Bill to himself, as he continued | No; Bolker had kept the jewels and | 1Tl =1 W "‘" m ”_;‘_ o ?‘:’;
ing himself with the man- too W to explain » is knoif!  S'elp me but | kis search, “so 'e ought to get orf while | had deceived Monkey: more than that, ne Ccov "_d:‘ 'I"‘.S“-;_‘g for—tha
a passed. with the time she had thought ting these irquiries. AP S don’t te _ | s throat ain’t cut! limme, but I'll | in the interview on the ruined wharf | ‘ h‘“ﬂf‘ o h"ﬁtl"“"':r," Rir s i
Eill inside, th ad called Mon- | nothing of i, but had replaced the il 1 the pawnshop, o S ",."‘!;':m"i boy across his | 'ave a drop of blood for every | he had deceived Bill himself. Priding | . ".Nim.m,i ‘p.nr;.:{uf‘f ?r - and
key stood on the pax tov on its shelf and forbidden the lad h a leer. knee ar ced the cold steel at his one of them bloc dimins!” { himself on his astuteness, Mr. Smith - ‘”f("k","iv".g o M Y e
and -cursed freely il to meddle with it. But now, recalling e’s a plum, ain't|throat. rosered Sky spun over-| One evening he found Monkey in the | felt savage at having been sold by a | Cursing, i “”",”""I "‘“ti of ”“’b‘?_“"_‘
mecved him on. He had a p - de- | the episode, and connecting it with rery man’s pickin'; | head in "»‘,"5“"’ Solker. and he | parlor of a low public house called the { mere hoy. he jooked. &5 FAgar. W B & Nrvous
sire to gain possession of as | Bolker's sudden departure, she gar kin look arter|thought that his last hour had come. | Three Kings, and kept by a Jew of ill-| “If T kin on’y git ‘im agin!” he|S i lg SRR id, feebly
he called it, and it this account | ¢ ed that the imp had stolen the 1id the landlord | To save himself there was nothing for | fame. who was rather a fence than a | thought. when leaving the Three ”'deﬂ s A“‘Jif-_v he . el N
Larky Bill had taken the trouble 1>4 jewels. But—as she wonder- nd “that shorp all;it but confession. . landiord. | Kings, “I'll take the ’ead orf 'm and 1 dont think so,” replied Hage
ide it. Monkey never thought of a had he become cognizant that | “Wait! wa : il tell . you!” he His tr friend, more wizened | chuck 'is crooked karkus int' the river; quietly i =
pawnshop. It case of diamc thousand pounds’ worth of dia- doeg.” nvl.-].i("] mine ; gasped. “T did take the dtamo‘r.dg," -and_ shrivel n than ever. was seat- | hludf"_ -(,n.,q-.h_\:ﬁ_ \h Vark " L m afrri;
ut diamond, adn rogue had out- were hidden in the hollow body boy. a wicked little; “Y' young cuss. growled Bill set-|ed in a dark corner, with an unlighted | But he found it difficuit to lay hands | YoU wollt L“” g~k ‘:’a‘lh“‘"—’“h?ea_’ .
vitted the other The thing puzzled her. Bolker's ’is name. | ting the lad on his feet agam with a | pipe in his mouth, a half-drained tank- | on Bolker, although for more than a | there ““-'Hrl be @.fu--‘é:a about the tim
In the meant quite un- echoed Larky Bill, wrath- tting a wage in West [ jerk. “An’ ‘ow -'lx-l" ¥ know they was ard of bitter before him. and his hands | week he haunted the shop in Leicester | of Larky Bill's release e L
'\- are of the vz attached to the Chi- ‘And who may that cuss be?” p A igside 'that hlunage thrust moodily into his pockets. If|square. Warned by his one experience | When she went out B“I."f‘.ﬁrfm‘.‘
nese toy. placed away among . ‘He was my shop boy: but he left Bill. reflectively. “Monkey told me.” : Monkey had the diamonds, his ap-|that Bill was a dangerous person io the lawyer and, with f”fsh‘_’fl T‘é“}“?'
!lau!ln-l'artir"hs upon a high shelf. But | three months ago to better himself.” wh ‘ang out there?” Bill started to his feet with an oath, | pearance belied their possession, for he | meddie with, Bolker had given noi mine, he arew . stroke v“;‘ro”‘k i
it did not always remain there, for “I dessay! With my dimins, I'll bet. “Ho, 1 slap-up bookshop. | but still kept his grip on Bolker's |looked anything but prosperous. There |to his emplovers, and at present was | nec Vark 41"“"'"‘1 x the '."’Li‘p Y r;}
Rolker, a child in many ways, notwith- | Where is he, that T may cut his| Juppins. S pins, Les’er square shoulder to pre) ent him getling away. | was no apoearance of wealth in his|in hiding. Also, he was arranging a|in the corner “”‘él"h“‘;{{:‘and : “Ié‘; :
standing his precocious inteliigence, | bloomin’ throat!™ way 1 ive down ‘ere, but :‘Mnrziv he said, fiercely. “Wot did looks o manner or cbrvvr.n of aboudg. little escheme whereby to rid himself '13“‘7“ on the table rolle e
found it out, and frequently took it “I shan't tell you." said Hagar.| Boliker hat set up with ‘is geod |"e tell ¥’ “Wot, Bill, ole pal.” he sald, looking | of Larky Bill's inopportunitiés. Vark always. L e St e
down to play with. Hagar would not |alarmed by the brutal threat of tiie| luck as 'e looks down on ‘em.” “Why, that Lady Deacey’s diamouds |up when Mr. Smith hurled himself into | was the man who undertook to carry (Next week. by f"gi,‘w v,us -y
have permittéd this had she known, as| man, and ready regretting that she “Do he now!” i_d Bill nmwah“_)'. wére I .~xr!>w the mandarin. : the Toom. A“Y'-"P got h'out of mgodf" out tha details of the scheme: and | ) and YN;OGPH;"' OW py ‘l;}-‘ A
the toy was given into her charge to | had been so candid. 1'd twist "is neck if he was my knl.‘ “How did Monkey come to find that il us!» I've got hout to slit }'er‘Ha.gar was consuited also with regarg | (C opyright. 1 ,» BY W. (= apman.)
keen safe, and she would have. been “T'll make you! I'll twist your heck!” | No more booze, ':.h;snkl‘t‘. I'm orf t|gdoll?” - throat! { to its completion. These thrgp people, | s e 3
afraid of Bolker speiling the painting  raged Bill, mad with anger. [ see a pal o' mine."”” . _“He got tye office from 2 girl called “Lor!” whined Monkey, uncomforta- Vark, Hagsr, and Bolker, laid an in-| C. F. Stayner ,h“ f;'t}li“'d' from San
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